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NEWSLETTER 

IS THERE A CRITERIA FOR SELECTING A YEARLING ? 
 

Nearly every yearling buyer has their own individual set of criteria that they 

look for when selecting a yearling. And within every buyer’s methodology, 

there are usually one or two selection criteria that probably fall somewhere 

between “experienced observations supported by empirical evidence” and 

“baseless superstitions and wives tales”.  

APG’s David Boydell has taken look at a few commonly held beliefs, and 

applies them to APG’s Sales Graduates from the 2001 - 2012 Melbourne and 

Sydney Sales, in an attempt to uncover what is fact and what is fiction. For 

more interesting facts, go to the APG website:  www.apgold.com.au 

FACT OR FICTION 

Does it matter how many previous foals a mare has foaled? 

Some buyers love to buy the first foal of a dam, especially if it is a 

colt.  Others will argue that first foals should be avoided because they can 

sometimes be on the small side, and anyway, the mare is yet to prove herself 

as a producer.  

At the opposite end of the spectrum, some buyers look to steer clear of older 

mares that have already had a number of foals, while others are unperturbed 

by the number of foals a mare has had, so long as she has produced some 

good ones along the way.  
 

And the verdict is? 

At least according to APG’s sales statistics, there is a slight bias in favour of 

yearlings coming from younger mares, as shown in the following table:  

www.successstud.com.au 

2015 YEARLING SALES 

Sydney APG Sale 

Saturday 28 February 2015 

Inglis Sales Complex, Randwick 
Below are some of the Success Stud 
2015 Draft. Inspections are welcome 
at anytime prior to the sale, contact us 
for more information. Go to our 
website for more info & pedigrees. 

LOT 395 Lourdes filly by MACH  THREE 

Perfection in horse flesh—LOT 419 
Oh Eye See filly by MACH THREE 

LOT 284 Vizzarri filly by COURAGE UNDER FIRE 

Nonetheless, the statistics show that you should ignore older mares at your 
peril, after all, 11.6% of all of APG’s $100,000+ earners have come from older 
mares.  At the extreme, 2002 APG Sales Graduate, Non Commital, was the 
16th foal of his dam, but it didn’t stop him from winning over $800,000 in 
prize money.  In recent years, ill-fated filly, Mindarie Priddy, was the eighth 
foal of her dam, as was Sushi Sushi, Emmas Only and Kathryn Dancer.  
Information courtesy www.apgold.com.au 


